Autoregulation of the immune response in autoimmune disease and cardiac transplantation by photoinactivated autologous lymphocytes.
These studies demonstrate that photochemotherapy can be successfully evaluated in animal models. The therapy mediates specific suppression of immune responses and appears to operate at the level of the effector T cells. Future studies will focus on isolation and characterization of the host response to photochemotherapy. The extention of this form of therapy to conditions mediated by dysfunctional regulation of effector T cells is already in progress in clinical trials of cardiac allograft transplantation and autoimmune disease. The results of these trials will provide more evidence on the role of this form of therapy in autoregulation of the immune response.